God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Twenty-Six: The Birth and Childhood of Jesus
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Matthew 1:18-24; 2:1-12; 2:13-18; Luke 1:26-35; 2:1-7; 2:8-18; 2:25-38; 2:41-52
A
fter the close of the Old Testament there was a period of about 400 years in which no Scripture was revealed. During this time the prophecies of Daniel regarding the rise of Greece and Rome were fulfilled. During the reign of Caesar Augustus (the first king of Rome for centuries) God began to reveal Himself to a betrothed couple of the family of David, named Mary and Joseph.   

God first revealed to Mary, through the angel Gabriel, that she would  conceive  a Child who,  “will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David” (Luke 1:32). She asked him how this could be since she had not been with a man. The angel told her that, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will over-shadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). This conception to a woman who was a virgin fulfilled exactly what Isaiah 7:14 had foreshadowed.

When Mary was found to be pregnant, her betrothed husband Joseph was troubled. He knew that he had not been with Mary, but did not want her to face the punishment which was due to those who had been intimate before marriage. In Bible times betrothal was more binding than modern engagement. A betrothed couple was considered married except they had not begun to live with one another. Joseph considered divorcing Mary secretly so as not to subject her to punishment (Matt. 1:19).  While Joseph considered this, an angel revealed to him,  “That which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 1:20). When Joseph learned this he went ahead and took Mary as his wife, but was not intimate with her until after the child was born. Both Mary and Joseph were told to name the child “Jesus,” which means “Jehovah saves.” This name would fulfill what Isaiah had promised about the Messiah, “My righteous Servant shall justify many” (Isa. 53:11).


Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth but returned to Bethlehem (the home of their family) when a census was declared. Around the time they arrived at Bethlehem, the time came for Mary’s delivery. Because there was no room for them in the inn, when He was born Jesus—the Son of God was laid in a manger used to feed animals (Luke 2:1-7). Angels revealed to shepherds in the fields that Jesus was born. They came to where He was an honored Him (Luke 2:8-18).  Some time later wise men from the East followed a star which appeared in connection with Jesus’ birth and brought gifts to Him. These wise men first went to King Herod, who wanted to learn from them where Jesus was born in order to kill Him. When warned by God, the wise men did not tell Herod (Matt. 2:1-12). In anger he had all the male children two and under killed in the region of Bethlehem. Jesus was spared, however, because the Lord warned Joseph to flee with his family to Egypt (Matt. 2:13-18). 
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Little is recorded about the childhood of Jesus. The Holy Spirit reveals that when Jesus was presented at the temple in Jerusalem, a man named Simeon and a prophetess named Anna acknowledged (by the Holy Spirit) that He was the Messiah (Luke 2:25-38). Also when He was a 

young boy and came up to Jerusalem for the Passover, he amazed the teachers of the Law with His understanding of the Law (Luke 2:41-52).

Study Questions
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1.  What is significant about the fact that Jesus was born during the reign of the first King (or Emperor) of Rome in centuries (cf. Dan. 2:44)?

2.  How does Biblical betrothal differ from modern engagement?

3.  How does the return of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem for the census fulfill Micah 5:2?
4.  How was Jesus spared from being killed in the slaughter of children (Matt. 2:13-18)?

5.  What had Simeon been promised by the Lord (Luke 2:25-26)?

6.  Fill-in the blanks from Luke 2:39-40: “So when they had __________ all things according to the ____ of the ______, they returned to _________, to their own city, ________.  And the ______ grew and became strong in _______, filled with _______; and the _______ of _______ was upon Him” (NKJV).

7.  What had Jesus’ parents already done when they realized He was still in Jerusalem (Luke 2:41-52)?


8.  Why did Jesus tell His mother He was still in the temple (Luke 2:49)?


Key Passage: “Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David” (Luke 1:30-33, NKJV). 
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